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Mittani was one of the several kingdoms and small states
( another being hurri ) founded by the Indo - Iranian in
Mesopotemia and Syria. Although originally these Indo -
Iranians were probably members of Aryan tribes that later
settled in India, they apparently broke off from the main
tribe on the way and migrated to Mesopotemia instead.
There they settled among the Hurrian peoples and soon
became the ruling noble class, called maryannu. v
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The Mittani were famed horsemen and charioteers. It is
recorded that they were the innovators who spearheaded
the development of the light war chariots with wheels that
used spokes rather than the solid wood wheels, such as
those wused by the Sumerians, so that the chariots were
faster and easier to maneuver. *
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also treasure of wisdom.” (op.sit,1)
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Three Genres in the writing of Tripura
Bhaskar Roy Barman

By ‘three genres’ I mean, drama, poetry and short story. When
it comes to dealing with literature of Tripura, we cannot think of one
separated from the other two; it is difficult to write a full-fledged article
on one of the genres. Literature of Tripura, so to say, nourishes itself on
writing of poetry very rich in itself and there are no mean number of
plays performed on stage. A few writers have attempted short stories and
on the finger are counted writers who have written novels. In fact short
story writers have turned to writing novels and they have achieved no
separate identity as novelists. So I have left novels out of the discussion
and chosen just three representative short stories and one representative
poem, considering the constraint on word-length. The poem and the short
stories chosen tend to sarcasm.

As we all know; the visits of Rabindranath Tagore to Tripura
inaugurated a spurt of writing poetry in Bengali and Kokborok and
brought the literature, mostly poetry, from inside the palace. Under his
dramatic influence. plays started being written and performed on stage.

Tagore’s visits to Tripura produced two-fold offshoots of influence
on the literature, art and culture of Tripura, one of the writing of plays
around the culture of Tripura and the other of the composition of the
poems. The plays are: Bhagna Hriday (The Broken Heart), a verse play,
Mukut (The Crown) both a short story and a play, Bisarjan (The Sacrifice),
another verse play which have profusely enriched and deregionalized the
literature and culture of Tripura.

I shall pick on to discuss the first play ‘Bhagna Hriday’ (Broken
heart).

Kavi (Poet), protagonist in the verse play, has grown up with
Murala, the heroine, through plucking of flowers and singing songs
addressed to no one else around. In tune with his growing up Murala’s
mind is getting restless and she feels an incessant ocean of restlessness
surge deep in her heart. To calm down her mental restlessness she loves
listening to the murmuring of the silence and stillness of the garden. One
day Murala, pointing her finger at Kavi they see coming towards them
confides to her friend her deep love for him, when asked who she loves,

Dr. Bhaskar Roy Barman, Renowned writer, Agartala
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as they are deep in conversation on the trysting of Lalita with Anil on the
banks of Bipasha. On stepping into the scene, Kavi gets captivated by the
manifestation of the stillness of the garden on the person of Murala, as
if she is standing before him as the goddess of woods. He expresses his
wish to have Chapala bedeck her with flowers and leaves. He does not
know Murala has given herself over in love to him. It is Chapala who
whispers to him Murala’s profession of

love

Tell me, Kavi, tell me, my poet,
what has happened to you two?
Tell me my poet, tell me in confidence
, what mantra you have articulated on my friend.
She has stopped playing
and keeps meandering the garden around,
drinking in the silence and stillness.
I have kept her company for many a day,
but know not what is ailing her.
Your have grown up together
and have sauntered out and around,
holding one another’s hand
I know not what mantra
you have whispered into Mural’s ears

and what sorcery you have infused into her heart.( March
1985:810-11)

(The translation mine)

On getting to know of the mental flower blooming in her heart
from Chapala he abandons himself to the splurge of thinking that his
human life will be suffused with a completely new meaning.

On the bank of the Bipasa Kavi meets up with Nandini surrounded
by his friends and to Kavi she looks the queen of the companions. Her
beauty and the restlessness that rhythms in her movement captivate Kavi.
The way she is looking at him creates a stir and thrill in his heart “Is it
called love?” Kavi finds himself wondering. He confides to Murala his
enchantment by Nandini. Murala reacts to it as a profession of his love to
Nandini, ensconced in the loneliness of her being

Why does the wretched , bereft of beauty and quality,
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dare nurture love in her heart?

She lives just a few days under no eye,

loves only to suffer and dies unknown.

A tiny grass-flower gets born in the dark,

lives just for a while and dries down

in the midst of its own thorns

and in the midst of his thorn is its burial (March 1985:854)
( The translation mine)

Murala harbours unarticulated love in the heart of her hearts for
Kavi, but she is quite aware that she is not as beautiful as Nandini, as
frivolous as she. Nandini’s beauty and frivolity sway Kavi’s mind away
from her. So she has resorted to soliloquizing to console and control her
mind feverish with love for Kavi

One day Kavi is overflowing with emotion and ecstasy at Nandini’s
pleasure-garden, as he hears Nandini is singing his song. He comes
over to Murala and sings, his song addressed to Nandini: “Who are you
to have opened the door to heaven?....I place my love-present at your
feet.” One day Kavi is sitting, as usual, on the wayside. Surrounded by
her companions, Nandini comes over, but when she does not see Kavi
anywhere around, she goes back. Disappointed, Kavi keeps sitting the
whole day. Towards the evening he goes round to Murala. His heart
breaks, when he sees Murala weeping plaintively. Chapala speaks out
against his indifference to Muraal and reminds him of Murala’s love for
her.

One day in the evening Kavi comes, as usual, down to the door
of Murala’s house and sees near the door his lamplit seat and tuberose
garland by it, but there is no Murala anywhere around. Previously every
evening she would come down and the lamplit seat would welcome him
from afar when he was on the way to Murala’s house Overwhelmed with
grief, Kavi burst into crying for Mural. Chapala comes out and blames it
on him, saying that it is because of him that Murala has left this house.
Gripped by an intense remorse, Kavi is roaming, the tuberose garland
in hand, through the village aimlessly, searching for Murala. He bumps
into Anil on the way who takes him over to where Murala is lying on a
deathbed. He marries her 'then and there', putting the tuberose' garland'
round her neck. Kavi says that their marriage was solemnized in this
way. They will arrange for their nuptial bed to be adorned with never-
withering flowers in the place where flowers never wither.

Though Tagore wrote it as a play, he poured all his poetic emotion
on to it. The play is very difficult to perform and understand until his
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concept is located in it. The play carries a concept, a message which is
not restricted to a particular time or a particular place. It has a universal
appeal which has transcended the time and the place. Love is sanctified
on the altar of the Muses. Love represented in the person of Murala is
not the love of the body, it is the poetry of the soul, the flower that never
withers. Chapala and Anil are introduced into the play as type characters
to catalyse the blooming of the never-withering flower. The love between
Anil and Lalita that Chapala has dragged into her conversation with
Murala just serves to unveil the love that is surging like a sea in the heart
of Murala’s hearts and this knowledge helps Chapala in uniting Kavi’s
love with Murala’s. Nandini’s frivolity acts as a foil to the steadfastness of
Murala’s love for Kavi who represents all the poets of the world who are
apt to be swayed away by manifestations of sight and sound around them.
Besides, Kavi’s averment that they will arrange for their nuptial bed to be
adorned with never-withering flowers in the place where flowers never
wither suggestsTagore’s philosophy on the immortality of the soul and
that of love.

The conflict between two separate and distinct cultures that
confronted each other monopolized the poetry and the stories written in
the fifties and particularly in the poetry of the fifties are discernible the
influences of Rabindranath Tagore and Jibananda Das. Besides, the effect
of partitioning of India dominated the poetry of that period, but petered
out in the poetry written in the sixties. Many poets and short story writers
felt themselves settled after a decade had elapsed since the mss-exodus
and indulged in, or tried to indulge in, satire or sarcasm and their sarcasm
effected in their poetry or short stories. But no novel worth mentioning
was written in the fifties or sixties. In order to stand on their own feet,
many writers in the sixties shook themselves free of the influences of
Rabindranath Tagore and Jibananda Das and created a commonwealth
of writing through the establishment of a literary group called ‘Sahitya
Basar’. Many poets and writers assembled under the umbrella of Saitya
Basar. Salil Krishna Deb Barma stood out distinct and prominent among
the poets who had got associated with Sahitya Basar and died a premature
death. Though his poetry smelt of the water, land and sky of Tripura,.
it was infused with a satiric flavour. His first poetry collection, ‘Jaler
Bhetar,Buker Bhetar’(Inside the Water, inside the Heart) established him
as an important poet worth mentioning and emulating. This was only one
poetry collection he had published before his death, but all the poems he
had written since the fifties spread over different literary journals which
helped him on with continuity of writing, Though Salil Krishna wrote
original poetry, the influence of Jiabananda is distinctly visible in it and
so his poetry is not spiced with satirical or humorous flavour. He tried to
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point in some of his poems at some social follies, but it sounds shallow.
You can’t write a satire or a humorous piece if you have not developed
a personal and independent attitude to life by yourself experiencing the
problems surrounding you and peculiar to the land you are living in and
by interpreting the experience in your own way. Before he could shake
himself free of the influence of Jibananda Das he died.

Another poet who deserves to be mentionedis Bijan Krisghna
Chaudhury who took to writing poetry after the Independence. A few
poems written during the first phase of his writing career were imbued
with a flavour of the influence of Jibananda Das. Fortunately in course of
time when his poetry matured, he successfully unshackled himself from
this extraneous influence and started producing poems impregnated with
his own feelings vis-a-vis the problems surrounding him and established
himself as a distinct poet. His later poems displayed a truthful portraiture
of man and nature and the inherent characteristics of the culture and
atmosphere of Tripura, and carry a toothsome flavour of sarcasm,

It is worth quoting in this connexion a few lines of — I have translated
them — of a poem of his, entitled ‘Atayeb’, pungent with sarcasm. The
reader might notice a tinge of humour in it. The original poem is quoted
in two or more articles dealing with the poetry of Tripura..

I don’t enter the examination hall,
for before my eyes the examinees open books
to become learned.
I don’t go to the cinema
lest I should buy tickets
at the expense of my conscience.
I don’t board a city bus,
for both urchins and conductor
delightedly violate strictures
upon smoking.

The poet wrote the poem from the angle of his profession —the poet was
a well-known professor teaching Bengali. In this poem he satirizes the
go of the present-day life obtaining in Tripura, as in other parts of India.
He projects himself as a prototype of all the professors and the teachers
entrusted to teach students at colleges and schools. He does not dare enter
the examination hall lest he should be humiliated by the examinees who
take to copying from books in order to ‘become learned’. He satirizes the
way the would-be scholars — they are aiming at becoming professors —aim
to become learned. The poet does not let slip the opportunity to castigate
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the aura of separateness professors (and teachers also) tend to create
around themselves, for ‘professing’ (and reaching) is a noble profession,
as in the fourth, fifth and sixth lines. Quite aware of the nobleness of his
profession, he is entitled to see films free. No one gives him free tickets.
So he does not go to cinema, because he is required to ‘buy tickets/ at
the expense of conscience’. The last four lines tell us that the poet does
not board a city bus, because both “urchins’ and ‘conductor’ violate the
strictures upon smoking. The poet is, I think, aware that nobody gives
a hang for his profession and his profession is confined within the four
walls of his college. Sarcasm is implied in the portrayal in vivid relief of
the pseudo-prestige that practitioners of teaching desperately adhere to.

In fact short stories in the true sense started being written after
Independence. It was Bimal Chaudhury who pioneered the short story
writing in Tripura by writing his fist short story, ;Jagaran’ (Awakening)
in 1947 just on the heels of the achievement of Independence. Under the
influence of this short story awakened the trend of short story writing.
The story tells of how Nagurai, the protagonist in the story is awakened
to the need of asserting himself and others humiliated and oppressed and
how their superstition and ignorance have killed his parents. His second
story, Hijla Khaler Kanna (the Cry of Hijla Canal), Bimal Chaudhury
gives expression to the agonies of the Bengali refugees who migrated to
Tripura, uprooted from their homeland, East Pakistan ( now Bangladesh)
in the person of an eight-year or nine-year old boy. In this connexion
it should be mentioned that Bimal Chauduiry had begun writing poetry
before turning to writing short stories. Though the short stories I happen
to have read smack of a tiny bit of sarcasm, I have mentioned him and
his two short stories, because he pioneered short story writing in Tripura.
In fact almost all the short story writers wrote short stories, centring on
the effect of the refugee problems, and later in the eighties, on the effect
of the communal riot that occurred in the first part of the eighties, which
has shattered the stability of life. Even today the people, particularly the
Bengali inhabitants, feel their life instable.

A story by Subimal Roy, a short story writer contemporary with
Bimal Chaudhury, has struck me as a satirical short story. I have read a
few other short stories of his. They are not as pungent as the short story,
entitled Yatri (passenger), they are just representations of what their
author has experienced. Yatri is the title of the short story collection
published in 2003 and is a social satire. It, though a representation of
his personal experience, reveals a sarcasm on the mental set-up of all
the passengers habituated to travelling like sardines on buses or jeeps.
The story satirizes adjustment of passengers to their wonted feeling of
inconveniences, winnowed of the courage to protest and they even cool-
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stare into silence whoever dares protest. In the story we come across
a variety of passengers travelling on a jeep. The jeep is packed full of
passengers. Many passengers are standing on the iron deck attached
to the jeep. A well-dressed and bearded youth in his early thirties is
standing near the jeep, looking for a vacant seat in the jeep to sit on.
He is known to the driver chewing at a paan. A personal interest of the
driver lies with the well-dressed youth who has some influence with the
government. Jeep-drivers have demanded the government increase in
jeep fare, as their conversation between them later reveals. He believes,
like other jeep drivers, if he exercises his influence, the government will
approve the increase in jeep fare. A rustic- and innocent-looking youth is
sitting on a front seat. He forces him into vacating the front seat so that
the well-dressed youth can sit on it. No other passengers protest at such
humiliating behaviour; rather they insist on the rustic- and innocent-
looking youth vacating the seat for the well-dressed youth. The rustic-and
innocent-looking youth has no alternative but to vacate his front seat and
go to the back of the jeep. The helper somehow manoeuvres him onto the
iron desk.

A policeman stops the bus on the way for carrying passengers
beyond its capacity. He examines all the papers of the driver. He then
asks every passenger whether he or she will be a witness at the court.
The well-dressed youth sitting beside the driver says he has come from
Kolkata; an old passenger says he does not see well; a woman, a school
teacher, implores the policeman not to put her to the trouble of going to
the court; a smart boy, sitting at the backside, gives the policemen false
information about himself and his address. But the rustic- and innocent-
looking youth gives the police his exact name and address, for he has not
leant the art of telling lies.

For the crime of giving the police his exact name and address, the
driver forces him off the jeep before the very eyes of the passengers and
drives the jeep away with other passengers packed in like sardines, leaving
the youth helpless on the road. He has silently endured the humiliation,
without protest.
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Reflection of Indigenous Society and Culture in
Kokborok Proverb

Swapan Sharma

Tripura is a small hilly state in the north-east of India. In Tripura,
the Tribal and Bengali people live together. The number of official
languages of Tripura is two — Bengali and Kokborok. Kokborok language
has been used as an official language in Tripura since 1979. Kokborok
is a main tribal language of the Tripuri people. Apart from Tripura,
kokborok language is prevalent in some parts of Bangladesh and Assam
in north-east India. There are nineteen different tribal communities in
Tripura. Each of the tribal communities has their own culture, which
we call Indigenous culture. Among them, people of eight major tribal
communities speak kokborok language. These tribal communities are
Tripuri (Debbarma), Reang, Jamatia, Noatia, Murasing, Koloi, Rupini
and Uchoi. Their culture and lifestyle are more or less similar. Tripuri is
the largest tribal community in Tripura. Therefore, kokborok is considered
as the major tribal language of Tripura. According to 2011 census report
the number of kokborok speaking people are 8, 80,537 which is 23.97%
of total population in the state of Tripura.

Neighboring Bangladesh country is located on three sides of
Tripura. Since the independence of India in the year 1947, many people
have come to Tripura from Bangladesh. As a result, the prevailing
proverbs in Tripura have been greatly influenced by Bengali folk
culture. Kokborok proverbs also not free from this influence. In Tripura,
Indigenous people and people of Bengali communities are dependent on
each other in most cases. The daily life of both group’s people are spent
through mutual assistance. Naturally, there are many similarities between
kokborok proverbs and Bengali proverbs.

In everyday and practical life, proverb has been used among tribal
people for a long time in kokborok language like other languages of the
state. These are used as advised by the elders of the house. In running
words proverb is called “Sokang sajakma kok” or ‘’Sajakma kok™
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in kokborok language. Its Bengali terminology is ’Chalu katha’. We
know that, many valuable experiences of society are expressed through
proverbs. In this article, we discuss indigenous folk life described in
kokborok proverbs. Picture of Indigenous Society and Culture are
reflected in many Kokborok proverbs. Example — The proverb used to
refer to the importance of women in the family- *’Chwla randani nok
lingla”. It means men cannot manage home properly without women.

Most of the Indigenous people believe that, there is no alternative
to mother. There are many proverbs about mother in the language of
kokborok. Example —

1. “’Maani abuktwi node musukni abuktwi pai”. It means, cow milk is
not equal to mother milk.

2. “Toyphano hindi, piphan hindi ama kahayole awngya”. It means,
aunty ‘masi’ or ‘pisi’ is not equal to mother.

Actual meaning of both proverbs mentioned above is ‘Nobody is
like your mother’.

Some proverbs have criticized human characters. These proverbs
have shown a beautiful picture of the life of Tripuri people. Maximum
numbers of Indigenous people live in the hills. They cultivate ‘jhum’
in the hilly area. They nurture various types of animals, birds in their
house which is one of the most important parts of their livelihoods. As
a result, various ‘jhum’s contents, different types of animals like goat,
cow, buffalo, hen, pig, many kinds of insects are mentioned in various
kokborok proverbs. Some proverbs have been mentioned below.

1. “Damra mai tang chekhra mung lai”. ‘Damra’ has cleared the garbage
but name has gone to scissors. It means, one has done the job and another
one has collected the name.

2. “Tokma kokoro bikhwaikhe birsana rwngya”. Meaning of this proverb
is charming minds are full of fun.

3. “Kripanni rang uri chao”. Meaning, the miser’s wealth is eaten by
insect ‘wipoka’.
4. “Piya bwtwio nwngnakhe piya chwk jakna nangnai”. If you want to
eat honey, you are bitten by bees. Meaning, you have to work hard to get
something good.

5. “Tok bolongle tok borok khaya”. The forest cock never controlled. It
means, outsiders are never your own.

Alarge part of Indigenous people lives in a deep forest. Many times,
they have to fight with the tiger to survive. There are several proverbs
about the tiger, which are commonly used in kokborok language.
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1. “Mwsa bukhugo ta dagardi”. Don’t through anyone in front of the
tiger. Meaning, there is no need to ruin anyone.

2. “Tai barwibo mwsani bumul kakya”. Even if the water is crossed, the
tiger’s color does not disappear. It means, if the person dies, the behavior
of the person concern does not change.

3. “Ang, nono mwsa hang”. Meaning, one who always highlights himself
he becomes the victim of the tiger fast.

Indigenous people are diligent. They believe in hard work. They
don’t accept anything without labor. A proverb in this regard is “Raang
nangyai manma haichukma chao”. Haichukma the deity swallow that
object which is easily obtainable. Meaning, which thing is obtained by
evil way that goes astray.

A proverb criticizes a lazy person in the following manner.

“Thalik bolongle bwchlwi mamang didale kokbao mamang.” It
means the elder brother talks too much and talks nonsense.

Alcohol or ‘desi’ wine is one of the most important parts of festival
in Indigenous society. But collecting rice or ‘khud’ is a big challenge
for them. They don’t like that kind of people who want to drink alcohol
but can’t arrange rice. That picture is shown in the following mentioned
proverb.

“Chana mai kwarwi chuyak rutugu”. There is no rice in the house
but search alcohol.

Some health related proverbs are available in kokborok proverbs. If there
is a disease they prefer ‘Oja’ than the doctor.

1. “Thwainakhe ochyani saam tangwian thwiythun”. At the time of death,
I will go to ‘Oja’.

2. “Ochaiyni nogo bemer kakya”. There is always a fever in the ‘Oja’s
house.

Social exploitation linked proverb also shown in kokborok
language. “Raja borok Tanya, badisi tanu”. People die by the order of
courtier not by the order of the king. It means, Courtier Order is more
superior to king’s order.

There are a few superstitions in Indigenous society and some
kokborok proverbs are regarding these.

1. “Bworwirogni bokhorogo takhum masinini kobor tongu”. The women
have seven crazy ducks on their heads. This means, it is not understood
that when and what women do.

Women education was not well accepted in Indigenous society. A
proverb in this regard
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2 “Bwrwi kok kwrwng kaami swbayu”. If women are educated, they
spoiled the area.

One of the most important features of proverb is public education. There
are many public education related proverbs in kokborok language.

1. “Buni sa kaham nugwi mokol ta thaidi”. Don’t look at the good child
of others. Meaning, don’t greed to the things of others.

2. “Thenta ha kwrwi, sele mai kwrwi, kokoini banta koroi”. There is no
place of lazy, irritable and assuming person.

Some kokborok proverbs published in different life experiences.

1. “Thamchi kaphuru mokol nugya”. Eyes are blind during the time of
anger.

2. “Noktangbawi hik tubdi”. First make the house and then get married.

3. “Samung nangphru nokbeserni riswrwyano mangthokya”. Abandoned
clothing is very important in times of crisis. It means, the importance of
very little thing is much greater.

4. “Kuchiyano, chakapbay romdi”. The ‘Kuchiyan’ fish have to catch
with the straw. It means, we need to keep an eye on the devil all the time.

There is an attempt to make the society aware through these above
proverbs.

Picture of creation and life mentioned in kokborok proverbs
are very wide and number of proverbs also more. A little number of
kokborok proverbs is mentioned in this article as example. There are
many innumerable contemporary picture of Indigenous society in the
kokborok proverbs. Kokborok proverbs introduce an advanced culture
in the Indigenous society. The proverbs are created from real experience
and the level of feelings. These proverbs are philosophical characteristics.
We need to remember that, the state of Tripura is very rich in its culture
and tradition. Each tribe of the state has its own cultural activities. The
traditional elements of the small tribal groups of Tripura are full of different
cultures. But, mutual relations are the main conditions of this diversity. A
universal appeal is also expressed in kokborok proverb. The Indigenous
people’s psychology, customs or rituals are hidden in kokborok proverbs.
These are important not only in the Indigenous society; it is very valuable
for all societies. It is essential, to take the necessary initiatives to continue
these valuable proverbs in new generation of Tribal people. But it is
sad to say that, in the name of modernization, a large part of Indigenous
people forget their own culture today. Especially younger generation of
Indigenous society has been adopting the western culture and life style,
instead of promoting their own culture. In reality, folk culture or folk
literature is very important to everyone for their own identity. Kokborok
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proverbs are one of the most important folk literatures of Indigenous
society in the state of Tripura. In the era of present globalization, it is
very significant to appreciate and preserve of these proverbs.
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Simulkandi in Retorspect: Barman Roys and Roy
Barmans at a Glance, Written by Biresh Barman
Roy, Published by Notion Press Media Pvt. Ltd,
Chennai: ISBN:(paperback): 978-1-63957-422-

3; price Rs 249°
Reviewed by: Bhaskar Roy Barman

I am reviewing this paperback edition of a socialistically important book
ever published in India.. In writing a two-page foreword to the book,
Bhaskar Roy Barman, that is me, confesses that ‘“To write a foreword
to such a book of such unprecedented nature is so pleasant a task
assigned to me that it has sent me awhirl in an expression of pleasure and
surprise.” Roy Barman also says the book is great ‘when considered from
a socialistic perspective.,” ‘Every society is,” he continues, ‘constituted
of families, every family has its lineage that it has come down and every
lineage has emerged from the common root. ., To forget one’s lineage
is to forget the root, because the lineage takes us back to the root, the
banyan tree.” (P.11). The book has an autobiographical tinge, since the
author himself says in his Preface that the book is a compilation of factual
stories’ he has ’inherited from my father and mother’ (P.13) and of which
he has personal experiences.

The introduction by the author has the readers peep deep into ‘the
history of the family (a lineage with a missing link) from the time of Raja
Man Singh’ by his father Paresh Lal Barman Roy, ‘son and legal heir of
Naba Kumar Barman Roy, the undeclared king/Nawab of Simul Kandi,
having an additional belt of six villages around Simul Kandi.” (P.17) In
this introduction the author tells the readers that his son Shubhrangshu
egged him on to write a history of his family and this explains the
writing and publication of this book. The introduction is followed by
his expression of gratitude. The chapter begins with his gratitude to his
mother Hiranmayee Devi for her having imbibed him with interest in
the history of our Barman Sampraday’ and that of his grandfather Naba
Kumar.. Other persons he owes gratitude to are: Manisha Barman Roy,
Munna and Manik Barman Roy, Dr Subimal Roy Barman, Dr Bhaskar
Roy Barman, Rakhal Barman Roy (Rakhalda), Rupak Barman Roy
and Smriti Chakraborty who told him in detail of Raja Man Singh who
prominently figures in this book. This book, as the author tells us, is
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gifted to his grandson Kian in the hope that he will continue the process
of digging out the part of history not yet unearthed in this book, Then the
author has dedicated next ten pages to dealing with the exploits of Raja
Man Singh, one of the Navaratnas of Akbar’s court, then goes on to tell
of himself. In his autobiographical sketch he informs the readers of how
he conceived of writing this book. His vast experiences from working
at the Indira Gandhi International Airport immensely inspired him to
write a book dealing with ’the dynastic history of Barman Roys/Roy
Barmans’ living in this country and abroad, ‘who have tried to establish
themselves with their dignity inherited from the time of Raja Man Singh
of “AKBAR’S NAVARATNA SABHA™’ (P.43). The author admits that
the writing of this book has resulted from the loneliness thrust upon him
by the death of his wife Ila Barman Roy.

Before entering into the text of the book, the author treats us to
an elaborate pen-picture of Simul Kandi, a prosperous village in the
jurisdiction of the Mymensing dictrict, of the time in which his grandfather
Naba Kumar Barman Roy wielded power over it as an undeclared king,
The author says he was told by his father Paresh Lal Barman Roy that
Naba Kumar ‘created a kingdom having six villages and a palatial
building —symbolizing, maybe, a lineage from one Man Singh, a Rajput.’
(P.52) Then he proceeds to elaborately deal with the natural and climatic
conditions of Simul Kandi. Nothing of some importance is left untouched
in the pen-picture.

The text is divided into four parts, each part self-contained and enriched
with an autobiographical dimension. The autobiographical dimension
makes the book pleasant reading

A glossary of technical terms and native words is provided for readers not
acquainted with them.. The book ends with an epitaph to five relatives
who died of the Corona Virus.



