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Importance of Nietzsche:

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) the distnguished German thinker
was a philosopher as well as psychologist who more than other philosopher
of the past hundred years represents a major historical event. His ideas are
of concern not only to the members of one nation or community, nor alone
to philosopher, but to men everywhere. Nietzsche's ideas have had
repercussions in recent history and literature as well as in psychology and
religious thought. He has been assigned a great place in the grand tradition
of western thought and his fame has spread like wildfire. He sought to
counter the positivistic challenge from across the channel by developing a
new picture of human dignity. According to Nietzsche one must consider
many perspectives and a philosopher should not imprison his thought in
one system. System says Nietzsche, are good in so far as they reveal the
character of a great thinker but this goodness must be independent of the
truth of the system. These basic assumptions gave expression to the mental
make-up of the philosopher. Many philosophers were impressed by
Nietzsche's idea that instead of deducing a system from accepted premises
one must engage in the pursuit of independent problems and showing
them to their astonishment what they had presumed in formulating their
problem.

Nietzsche, unlike Aristotle, Aquinas and Hegel, did not mark the
culmination and conclusion of a long development as it were . a great
harvest . Rather he marks the beginning of a new period. He succeeded in
fashioning a coherent and noteworthy philosophy that may well surpass
the system of his successors in breadth, depth and originality. Nietzsche's
writing provides a brilliant commentary to all the phases of the history of
culture. His writings have created the most scholarly and intellectual culture
that modern Europe has ever known. His mastership, the massive strength
of his thought has a consistent point of view, is forever setting out on new
beginnings.
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Nietzsche's wWill 1o Power

is such striving (appetites) to preserve his existence. Pleasure and pain are

functions of conatus towards the desired goal.

As the nineteenth century drawing to its close, @ voice of an
iconoclast was heard. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) declared himself the
destroyer of old value to clear the way for the virtues of strength against
weakness , health against decadence and freedom of spirit against salve
morality. Nietzsche confronts the basic problems about happiness and
enquires where a new goal can be found that will give an aim to human life.
These difficulties are removed in his early works where no will to power
stamps the understanding. Still Nietzsche encounters similar problems and
was able to solve them by temporarily abandoning his ambitious project
and turned to psychological enquiries where he discovered the will to
power by bold induction. Thus, the central idea in Nietzsche’s philosophy
is expressed by his phrase "The will to power "which is the innermost
essence of all being. Nietzsche's will to power is the gateway (0 Nietzsche's
thought. Nietzsche approached the conception of a will to power from (wo
distinct points of view. First, he thought of it as a craving for worldly
success. which he repudiated as harmful to man's interest in perfecting
himself . Secondly, he thought of the will to power as a psychological drive
in terms of which many diverse phenomena could be explained, eg ,
gratitude, pity and self-abasement .

According to Nietzsche, the basic drive that prompted the
development of Greek culture mi ght well have been the will to power. He
notes that the Greeks preferred power o anything "useful" and even to a
good reputation. This sudden association of the will to power with the
Greeks was one of the most decisive steps in the development of this
conception into an all embracing monism. In Zarathustra's initial
proclamation, the culture of Greece is explicitly referred to and explained in
terms of the will to power. Power in Greek thought is described by Nietzsche
in terms of Apollo and Dionysus. The key conceptions of the Birth of
tragedy are the Apollonian and Dionysian. Nietzsche at first favours Apollo,
the God of beauty which was able to control the destructive diseases, 10
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Nietzsche's Will to Power

that all men desire pleasure or happiness . But according to Nietzsche ,
'men feel a life devoted 1o the pursuit of power to be more satisfactory
human life than a life devoted to the pursuit of happiness *". Happiness "
is in other words "elastic " and man can enjoy this feeling in a great number
of different ways which is also conceivable that power gives them the
greatest possible degree of it . "Happiness"has at least two different
meanings: first, a man's happiness consists in the state he desires and
secondly, happiness may be something more specific that possibly is not
desired by all men. Thus, according to Nietzsche, all men do not seek
pleasure and as a matter of fact their happiness consists in the possession
of power.

Nietzsche opposes Darwin's conception of " struggle for existence”
" Darwin's, ‘struggle for existence ' gives way to the struggle for power.
According to Nietzsche, the struggle for existence would be meaningless,
unless there is a desire for existence, an active will to exist. This will to exist
is really a will to dominate. The power does not mean domination over
others, but can be achieved in creative activity. A man according to Nietzsche
in order to exist has to become daring. Thus, man's will to live, becomes the
will to power which is identical to the will to live. According to Nietzsche,
"only where there is life is there will: not will to life but ... Will to power **"

An adequate appraisal of Nietzsche's concept of man is possible
only within the framework of his total philosophical perspective. Genuine
philosophy for Nietzsche is a critical and creative enterprise. Nietzsche's
genuine philosopher can never say , ' No ' to life . Indeed acceptance of life
inits totality (amorfati) is the zenith of philosophical excellence in his view.
For an adequate understanding of Nietzsche's philosophy it is necessary
to ascertain the role that the will to power plays as an explanatory principle.
Nietzsche conceived man as suffering from being caught between his false
morality and his deep seated animal instincts. In order to resolve these

conflicts, man must cast off all established values. He must break the old
st , Pp:258

9. Kaufmann, Nietzsche: Philosopher, Psychologist, Anarchi
10.Nietzsche, Thus Spake Zarathustra, Pp: | 13
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