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Impact Of Sankardeva’s Bhakti Movement In
Assam: A Comparative Study of
Sankardeva’s Brahman And Brahman of

Sankaracharya
Dr. Mayuri Barman*
INTRODUCTION :

The neo-Vaishnavite Bhakti movement initiated by Srimanta
Sankardev not only brought about a transformation in the religion
life of the Assamese people but also heralded the advent of a
socio-cultural renaissance in the 16" century Assam. As in the rest
of the country, the faith and practice of religion in Assam was
riddled with rituals, ceremonies and superstitious amidst ugly
discriminations of caste and creed. But by dint of his noble catholic
outlook and arduous zeal, Sankardeva had shown the seed of
democracy in the fields of religions, society and culture in Assam
500 yrs ago before the rest of the world could not even dream

of the democratic values.

Assam in the 15" century presented a motley picture of
diverse shades and grades of culture. Bringing all these diverse
communities and warring factions under a systematic religions code
and conduct of life and to provide the masses with mode of
worship, which would be simple and at the same time accessible
o all was what constituted the pressing need of the time. Against
this backdrop, Sankardeva appeared on the scene as a spiritual
leader, a social reformer, a prolific writer and a master playwright
and composer. He is credited with providing the bedrock of
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Meaning: YOu arc the sup:cmc-som. the Lmi}.fT.kté-C.;,;::i
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METHODS: The study is completely based on original books,
journals, secondary books and internet surfing.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION: BRAHMAN AND
WORLD: COMPARISON WITH SANKARACHARYA:

SANKARDEVA:

Sankardeva admits of one Supreme Reality. He begins his
Kirtana with obeisance to the Supreme Lord who assumes forms
and is the cause of all incarnations. In the very first pada of
Sankardeva’s ‘Kirtana Ghosa’ we find the identification of
Brahman as he says:

“Prathama Pranama brahma-rupa sanalana+
Sarva avatarara karana narayana-=—
Taju Navi Kamalat Brahma Bhaila Jat~
Juge juge Auatara Dhara Asankhyata~—",

Meaning: First of all, I bow down to Narayana, the Eternal
one, in the form of ‘Brahma’, the cause of all incarnations.

Like Sankaracharya, Sankardeva also accepted Brahman as
the ultimate cause of this world and has given different names like
‘Paramartha’, ‘Bhagawata’ etc to it. The relation between God
and Man, Isvara and Jiva is often spoken of by Sankardeva in
terms of the relation that exists between fire and its sparks, a

whole and its parts or relation between master and its servant
(Bhakta / devotee)

Sankardeva applies the analogy of fire and its sparks to the
relation of Isvara and Jiva. Just as a spark is a part of the fire,
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of minds for peaceful existence, beca

stress violence and other evil behaviours
be no harmony in the society. So, in order to do 4
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ills of the present day society and to give solace u;- our
disturbed mind, we should take care of our moral and spiritual
upliftment by following the spiritual path shown by him.
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