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Abstrace

One of the most fi
ultimate undamental problems of philosophy is the discrimination of the basic methods of inquiry inio the nature of the

reality. From

- the ancient times until th b e .
writings, Traditiona € present, intuiton 15 discusscd
lly, the westemn and non-western Hindu philosophical schools

both western and non-western philosophical
of thought bave taken intuition to be non-

discursive fi ' i
orm or independent way of gaining knowledge, In western philosophy we find intuition from the ancient period of

Greek Philosophy, namely, Plato in his

book ‘Plucdo’. Modern philosophers have taken ‘intuition’ to mean ‘immediate

apprehension® : v I
‘imm:dm?‘miyﬂm;::::mt the 'mm‘m'_"““ of any reasoning process, n particular act of such umwch::n_:.ilm. They muan [1}'
mental group which is not med; mlb by reasoning process. So, modern philosophers usually mean by 'immediate spprehension” o
fccounts of intuition has been furnish ¥ the reasaning process. Among the most recent philosophers we find that onc of the famous
He holds that humans can i ed by Bergson, 1955. To him intuition is the only organ of grasping reality which is dynamic
into” by an ing into ﬂ.m? “':_" mm}"- a5 a process only via intition. Bergson took intuition to be non-mediate “sccmg
only the inmuil:\-he ng ini € low of consciousness. Scu:n-npcncnc: and mtellect cannot apprehend the nature of reality. L is
expenence on which philosophy must build its conception of ariginal reality.
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Introduction

In the history of philosophical enquiry different ways of
!cnumng have been recognized. Scnse-experience, discursive
intellcct and inmitive spprehension arc the three important
ways of knowing. each of which finds its relative place in the
context of a philosophical effort to comprehend the nature of
r_miity as a whole. In recent times philosopher’s interest in
‘infuition’ scems to have increased with tremendous pace.
Howcver in the history of philosophy we come across many
philosophers who regard intuition alone as capable of
apprehending the exact namre of the reality.

Plato’s view: Though from the Philosophical point of view
Plalo is a rationalistic philosopher in the realization of his
ultimate goal of highest ‘Good’ he adopts a concept of
inuition. Plato denying that knowledge originates in sensc
experience does not explain the origin of knowledge very
satisfactorily. The basic idea according (o Plato just as there are
objects which senses experience, so there arc objects which
the mind experiences and they will be called ideas or forms,
The mind may be said o experience these ideas or forms
through a process which has subsequently been called intuition.
‘Intuition’ will be used as a proper name to refer to this special
faculty of the mind invoked by Plato to explain knowledge of
ideas.

Descarte’s view: In the Modern period Descartes
accepls intuition in the self-certitude of the thinking ego. For
him this clear and distinct perception is the direct vision or
intuition which an unclouded and attentive mind gives us so
clearly and distinctly that we arc wholly free from doubt about
that which we understand. By ‘inmition’ he says, *1 understand
not the fluctuating testimony of the senses nor the fallible
judgment  of a foultily constructive imagination. but a
conccption which arises s0 readily and distinctly in an

untroubled and attentive mind, that hence forward there can be
no doublt conceming the object of our understanding.”

2. Mcl!mdulngyr The study s completcly based on original
books, journals and internet surfing.

3. Result and discossion :

3.1. An Approach to Intuition to Grasp Reality:-One of the
most fundamental problems of philosophy is the discrimination
of the basic methods of enquiry into the nawre of the ultimate
reality. All the methods adopted so far may be brooght under
two main headings — (a) Intellectual and (b) nuitional. While
for the advocates of the former method, thoughts or intellect is
the highest court of appeal, the intuitionists hold that discursive
intellect gives only a superficial view of the reality, The
method of intuition rests on the assumption that man has a
natural capacity for acquiring knowledge, provided that he
exercises this capacity properdy.

From ancient times until the present, intuition is
discussed in both westem and non-western philosophical
writings, Traditionally, the western and non-westem Hindu
philosophical schools of thought have taken intuition to be
non-discursive form or independent way of gaining knowledge.
In western philosophy we find intuition (rom the ancient period
of Greek philosophy, namely, Plato in his book *Phacdo’

Richard Rorty in the Encyclopedia of philosophy, said
that the broadest definition of the word ‘innntion” is immediate
apprehension. The scholastic philosophers took ‘infuition to
mean immediate knowledge to grasp reality”,

32 's view: Intuitionism has received great populanity
in and outside the world of philosophy in present day, from e

French philosopher Henri Bergson. His conception of Reality
16
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Reality a4 ed with his theory of “Inmition’, He conceives

51
'“C?EU-DI'I, |‘M:}' u;:?"""i"'lﬂ] movement, vnimpeded Now
1910y - 10 s book “Time and Free — will™ (Bergson,

he ' .
li"’ﬂlulim:"{];.‘;];:zfn; " ':%'ll.ll TlITI-I.‘ and in his *Creative
urge which goes m'm::““ he calls it the elan vitl, the vital
everything before | unhmg. like a river in full Mood, carrying
that the evolu; I‘f N“PEI"Edl by any boundarics. He stalcs
living force Wh::;. b Thﬂ_ World is possible due 1o 8 common
paths and strivin 5 stnving to express isell along divergent
force he calls W & :W'IFW"I“}' Tar l'-nlu,_n:c and harmony, This
ideatical with m" ":“1. impctus, clan-vital and this elan-vital 15
nolhing but th :l asic reality. Thus, real time or duration is
e ios She :i -lan \u.h] itself. Change is the reality of the
s ving being: our actual experience of which we
it Thisy sure, is a constant flow which Bergson calls

. duration is not 1 mere suceession of instants,

~ Real dumation appears as a “wholly qualitative
::::'P“ﬂl?- an absolute heterogeneity of elements which pass
info one another™ (Bergson, 1911)" Such n time cannot be
“atw by clocks or dials but only by conscious beings for
is the very swiT of which life and consciousness arc made.”
Intellect dﬂﬂ not grasp Real time or intellcet is unable W give a
complete view of reality, The only way to grasp reality is
called by Bergson (1955) ‘intuition’, which reveals a living
dynamic world of constant change and novelty. The creative
naturc of the world is altogether lost m conceptual knowledge
and only the intuitional expericnce gives a true knowledge of
it By intuition is mcant “the kind of intcllectual sympathy by
which ooc places oncself within an object in order (o coincide
with what is wunique in it and conscquently
incxpressiblc”(Bergson, 1955)

Bergson stated that  knowledye acquired by
intelligence is relative and maintains that while it may be
limited knowledge, it brings us in a very truc scnse, into ouch
with the “absolute™. 17 we understand by thai erm no more
than reality in some onc of is windings. Bergson insists on the
fimitations of intelligence as a faculty of kmowledge. Life und
spirit camot be brought within the grasp of intelligence. In
virte of its very nature it is incapable of seezing the meaning
of life. In short no multiplication of the conccphions of
imnllipnnwﬂlmhh;mhwduumﬁﬁthlifnmd
spirit. Intelligence is characterized by a native mability 1o
i lifie. Its work is to reconstitute and to re-constiute
with conceptions, so what is new cach moment of a
history escapes it, and still more the process itsell from
movement to movement is beyond ils grasp.

Then mind and life will be unknowable realitics. Is
life in ils creative activity i ible? Must he despair
of entering into the sanctuary in which life shows itsell in the
mkin;?hulyifinmlligunmhismtyﬁnuwuf
huﬂdﬁ.mdﬂhulﬂgmuw:m“mhddsitm
be, the way of the knowledge of life would be closed, and its
secrel remain hidden from human eyes. But this is nol the
hﬁnmdiﬁmﬂnm':mli‘.ufnmha
stubbornly refuse to yield up its secret to intelligence, but it can
be known by a second faculty which man possesses in germ,
and which he may develop — the faculty of ‘Intuition’ — “The
ﬂumufhoﬁng&uﬂy.ﬁmmnﬂumnfﬂﬂmﬂ
processes” (Goldberg. 1938)7 Thus, by ‘intuition” Bergson

means the immediate consCIOUSHE S OT it
I;‘.|‘ Iy

gl - i
fundamentally expeneace

special expenence, which consists of o great effont on uUfr'l"";:'f
to press our individuality or personality (0 the centre of & ¢
reality whose tue kaowledge 15 our nim “Thilosophy cﬂn-UJill:
preciscly i this, that by an efiont of wnlion oae p}nut anese
within the concrete reality” (Seshagiri, 1932 )* This placing
onexell within the concreie Reality which Bergson refers (o as
*intuition’.

Berpson's wluiiion s

Bergson  holds that  through inluition man can
spptchend the very movement af life itsell ond be I‘n:u_.l from
the contradictions from the point of View nl'lmlcUI[;cncc
Intuition gives us a glimpse of concrete Reality which 18
duration, but not of more degree of reality. 1t dogs not attempt
to minimize the value of science, noO miwmnph over the
limitations of science. Science is 4 discovery of low. It cannot
comprehend freedom, the fiict of lifc that cxists through
duration, which imuition alons can comprchend. Thus, if we
realize our life as it is being lived, we get an intuition of reality
which is not a thought of it of & conceplion of it, but a
conscious experience of the actual life as we live it

4, Conclusion: From the above discussion it can be maintained
that though intuition is the only way to grasp reality stll we
cannol completely “ignore intelicct as both are complementary
1o each other. Both intellect and intuition must be reconciled in
the ultimate expericace of the Absolule. Thus, man has the
capacity of lifting himself higher in the ladder of ontological
impulsion, and this is possible not through logic and linguistic
analysis bul through unificatory spiritual experience in which
all dualisms are transcended and all antinomies get reconciled.
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