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Sactal Screrce and Humanities for
Sustainable Develispmens
Environmental Ethics and its Relevance with
Reference to Hinduism
D Mavuri Barman
(A rristiny Profemer il ) Deparmont of Philisaphs
Pamiba Calldge. Ganwahats vaif Y Assam. Inilia
F il mayuted nl ot 4 emtt
- - —
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mmasrnidive of rewrees bl ey e e LU i -

gt bt § et it e vy msine The sand YTITT, st
privedt the  smvirumernl R Iy e the  predimsie ST guiills Tt
dreelopessns B bhis Cviitbend  prerreamenaTnd rin 1 v plan a vl
role 1o ean ont Dife smevodly wond 108 el o Maldes ¢ betwyin PR
amd otk Beospt B e e T TR L LT L Ll [T L T
P I L by (vemieiiad imbs #0S i P T L
P L L L L ohgre people | peOIpELOES i agril
envirmmmens v B e pod pociioni
Thiss the focsn @itemiam W e gt bttt D oo it sl tng !
wajerr pasimis Foraty the comrpn 18f envervmmenial rehe Miw bepn
faken Sevondy or wldveEe @ preaenl b it amil IRiedie ue
ditewgi bdy Deen TR F i buri oo iy
Rl i bilding o bl of 1moif L
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1. INTRODUCTION

o ChuM

The problem of envitonmental explonation hias beath
for concern now nof M
as well The emy jronmenial crkn 15 AN oW
of the cnsis of mind and spinl
crisis are so apparent (hat the 1a
is a must Adjusting the
nature is one of the most fundamenti

beings in out surtounding environment.

L e

erels for India bun foe the entire swotlil
' pward manifesintion
The strmns of the ceologcal
sh to prescrve the environment
relationship between humans and
| issucs we face and musl
deal with today With the ncreasing detenoranon  of
ccological systems on which human beings rely and the
vaton of the environmental cnsis. human beings have
realized that we cannot rely on ¢conomic and judicial methods
alone 1o solve the problems of environmenial pollution and
ecological wmbalances  Only afler we have adopted an
appropriste sttitude towards nature and have established a new
ethical relsonship between human beings and nature will be
able 10 love and respect mature sutomatically I this context,
environmental ethics can play o vital role w0 run our life
emoothly and can make o balance between man and other

1 ORIECTIVES

¥ nvironmental ¥ ihics

Fvitonmental efhies 13 the  phitosophical disciphine gy
Comvider the maoral and cttical relatonship of human beinsge
the evitomment. i cther words 1 camsidens 1ho

of environmental praotection Is emergence was the.

s reaned  awareness of how
populalion was impacting the enyironiment ag

epeiunmental consequences that come with the g _.
1 pesticides. technology and idustry 1t 8ims To s -
cthical jusuficanon gl moral molivation fon the —-—
i hobsad e omnental profection Frwuunmﬂ"
deving  mmamn & ol and  ethical obligations !
Lovironmen 11 conwders the ethical
ocople and the natural world and the kind of dex:
have io make about the ey inomment

hus cnviconmenal eihics has 0o specific (e
covonmental code [t simply ies 1o answer the quess
hows bumans should relate 10 their envitoament, &
‘hould use the Farth's resources & how
specres el Accotding 1o Leopold. = A ihing is gt

jenids fo preserve the integrity, stability, and be
botic  community I s wrong when
atherwise (Leopold Aldo,1949) He has tred
subyect which will deal with the refation b w
natre and he called it “Land  Fibie®

F s sronmiental Bthics™
1 RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Ihe magnitude and urgency of contemponry SIVEE
problems — collectively known as the ¢
farm the mandate for environmental ethies =8 ¥
of the human sttitudes and values towardt
respect three appronches can be taken 10 €882
They are - Anthrop-centrivm Bu
centrism’ (Arumugam E.2008)
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A gy A RE | L cavironmaniel  dtheoy grenks  ewel
dandug pacdumniely b e, being and comiders nen
jprrits sbafal coiirs and nebars ay ¢ whole w0 be only a
— human oids  Apshopoconiriem regands human gy
wcputsic 1o aned sappyior 0 nature sl hiids dasd haman life

haps il b salipe of nElre

A Mo ¢ ameriie giritaary thad sl lile Tornm me ol

'.-"“w. e ¢
codmad ¢ty om

life %8 TR TN

wbich g should s lrd "“-'"l
W therefore hanve & thhy brwards sl Torms of

1 F92 7 wriie

B comTyism i that haligt ”"‘(‘-ﬂ_‘. sccomding W wiieh the
whole sx-Syuem bath the byobic and abun
gt of sariirg . desery s moral worth This eco-centne theors
dineg o o gulend ot mwiral concermn b0 Heme Thatl are g
puman. indeed 1o things thad are nof oven snimals such as

lel,; Tirgeady Ol

AT RN

The oase of poodness & W maminlain and Cheneh e and
the timenc of cwil v o destioy and damags hie
heimags have the sl b five. amdd ail biv ong Bewgs wh vhe will
w e are sacred, interrelated  and TR

iherelive. an cthical vmperative fos us 10 respead atnuld help all

A i g

| eijual s wlue

fife  Joeme (Fhiot Rober 1993 Acconding o somie
commeniataty  ow  csplodatie and  doslnedive athiiude
iowards malure ongimates o oan anthinpoconting atiiude

Henee they argue. we need & fundamentally new way ol
interacting with natwe More wience and wechnology are nol
gowny Vo ges s ot ol the peesent ecological Cnals unlil we
find & now religion. of rethink o old ong

Frvironmental  cihics provides moral  grounds  Toy wicial
policies mmed at protecimg the canth + envirunmonl and
remedving environmental degradation That o why it can be
viewed that  environmental  ethics  amyohes ceological
romsciousness  amongst . Ecological consclousness (5§
growing sperit that speaks of 1olerance, mtrrdu;prﬂdra_lue e N
sl show path 1o & sustanable  future Feological
comciowness makes a bond in nature creating ecological
halance Otherwise the concept of ecological imbalance will
emerge Therefore it can be opined that we are in 3 chain n
environment 1f ane knet 1 displaced from anciher the whole
chain will be useless. Similarty it can be asseried thal nature &
an umbwella of all beings under which cach and every being
dovelop forms of lile according to their own nature Thus.
ench and every organism is an integral pant of the ccosysiem
and s its impact over it

4 VIEWS OF HINDUISM:

A umiversal holistic approach which draws fiom religious o
culural values and beliefs 1o environmental protection i+
imperative if we desire to give to ourselves and 1o future
FeneTEhions an opportunity 1o enjoy their Ii'«-nl1i|lt_|""“"’'_"‘ll
harmony with nature There are many religions, scriptures and
cayings swhich can prove 1o be helpfu) in building & model of

emvimonmental ethics So i could be beneficial to instigale an

'\mﬂa’ boobasy gl s Kol ance sub Welrence w Hindyien

snalyws of these relighois views m oder 1o
4
srproach fior sedsting in sstainable de ndopt 4 bbby

lhﬁﬂuﬂkuumhdwlmmm
prvciple of sancury mmmarm-ummm

bexn coined as a8 environmental Mm, refigion™ Psdiium
regard everything sroond them ax porvaded by = sublle Divine
resence, may i be rvers. mountaind, lakes, animalt 25 well
s stars amd planen Ilhl-nhﬂlu.lcl.htmﬁul-ﬁfh
present as shakil energs, power in cvery electron, particle,
stom. cell and in every manifestation of matier Thus Hindu
philosophy has always had 2 hamne and dignified view of the
scredness of afl life and in thie manre wre nof seen =
dnconnectod but as being closely interfinked with esch oiber
i the symbiotic chain of life and comciousness, The whole
umivgrse o8 Jooked ppon we an unity nd the course of nalure 1
veen 1o be determined by the operation of imnviable Ly
This Tows of wmity s padure is the Windu law of Rig shich
literally means ‘course of thingt” Rta dentes onder in the
worlid The world i no mere chaos. bt had an - mner ondér, &
uniy with an mgxomble law amd purposes (s ) Accosding 10
Athary s Vedi “the csrth iy not for luman being alone but for
ather cremures as well { Athnrvaveda 121 15)

Thus b has byen slearly enuncated thit Himdu rishis ol ihe
Vedic and Upanihad ern perceived the value of mainiainmg a
harmomoys  relationship belweon the need of man and
spectacular diversily of the wmiverss Consequently © Hindulem
v not war with nature’ ( Ghosh, Subodh 1963)

S CONCLUSIONS

Feological consciousness safeguard against cruelty w all
creatres Rather it involves o safe and sustainable
temperament i order 1o live happily with nuure. Dhoe 1o fack
of ecological comsciousness we pollute our environment

Finally | can be opined that the impoance of etivironmenal
cthics in the present day society s idispensable. 1i so fa s
we are living in harmony with nalwe. %0 apart from viahle
covironment we cannol (hink of & hmsan |ife pasiible in thie
eco-centric universe To make a vinble environment we have
10 comprehend the distinction betwesn ecological balance and
ceological imbalance Thus. so far as environmental dlu? l?l
concerned, ecolugical consciousness leads (0 the welfue uﬂi
n our environment and nature Sa. 10 make life ':ﬂ‘:mm
worth living for present and future pmlm: a b
cthical code for good environment 1y cuseniual{ Leopold,
1997) As it bs said -
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