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i Inirsduction

'_' Applied cthics 1% the brunch
consists of the analysis of specific, con
moral issues such as abortion, cuthanasia ¢ic Iin

recent  yrars apphed cthics ssucs have becn
subdivided mio medical cthics, business ethics
environmental ethics €t Thius, applied cthics 1 &
growimg mterdisciplmary field dealing with
cthical problems D different arcas of sociely
While the term applied  ethics gained 115
imponanc e only a few decades ago During the 2
half of the 20% century has heen the growing
interest in applied ethics 10 practical maofal

ems Philosophy bas radinonally concerncd
ilself with quesnons of | morality (what
should | do”) and public morality (what 15 (he

for society?). While these questions Arc

fundamental 1o applied ethics, by looking at
Jifferent Jands of human prachices mn our hfe It
cular and direct stiention 10 specific

troversics tn private and public hie
Inlhewinl:qiruretlhﬁinuummﬂud:
matters relatng to the family and i the public
sphere applied ethics may involve the impact of
advances n i '

of cthics whi h
proversial
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James M Brown has sdvanced the
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of ethical theory 15 applicd
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3y There 1s well grounded cthical theory that

can be applied 10 practcal problerns

1y There arc many thcones pmwdcd by
philosophers where problems ¢an he
solving regarding bio-ethical theones

These three we called “the engincering model of
Brown James, 198 T)Along with

applied cthics(

the revival ol applied  ethics, the striking

development in moral philosophy can be scen
(ween humans and non-

from the relabons be

humans According 10 Peter Singer. Abortion,

[ uthanasia 15 not everyday decisions for most of
us but they arc sull relevant because they can anse
al sometime tn our hives. The moral issucs about
man- nature relationship amved because of
serious problems prevalent in ouf soccty Al
these issues faced by society have given rise 10 the
extinction of the scope of apphied ethics of
practical ethics day by day Thus applied ethics
deals with ¢ jal moral issues like
Abortion, Futhanasia that people actually face m

their lives.
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uction af momedical and ciher technologic Michael Tooley s view on Aborion

i of the 2 . " :
sccond hall of the 2iMh century has strengthen Tooley grves two important concepis ol Right 1o
Id p:uhlrm'- and added new ones such as rasug life i
over the definivon of death and withdraws of hife | Cantimnng existence

sustzining medical reatment, abortion, the use of ? Desiren
hum'.ull arimal tissue for screnibfic research et An organiem posscdses A seroud nght w Lie
Todday, the ¢thics of life covers a very wiils only f 0 15 possesses the concept of sell & o
field including  surropacy,  abortion,  organ comtinuing  subject of expenences and  other
transplantation, clomng cic Thus solving b mental swies, and belicves that W s sell such a
ethical issucs s & complex one continumg enity i Tooley-B2)In other wonds. n
Here, in this paper, 1 like to discuss one o organism thal docs nol possess such a4 comcept of
ethical wsue the wsue of "Abotion” ws this lssue eell as o connnuous entity will nol possess the
15 very appealing one desire 1o be a self So, 1 cannot be morally wrong
1 Abortion w kill something which doex not have the desire
Raght 1o Life i cuint. He also defings a prrson as an organsdm

which possess nght to hife and so makes »
distinction between a person and a human being
Fetus, he believes cannot be said as person and i
is not wrong lo destroy it Tooley's noton of
desires says that only cortain kind of organisms
can have deswres which are conscwous, but
vrganisms which ae not conscious cannol have
desires It is perhaps possible to believe Tooley's
view that fetus do nol possess 4 sensc of sell. So1f
we canpor adentify whether fetuses are  sells
comsciots, we cannot delcrmine whether fonuses
lave a senous nght w life "It seems w a
conceptual truth that things lack consciousness
cannot have nghts™ iTooley 5 3

Medical ethics 1 an mmportant ares of applied
cthics and Abortion and s one of the mom
controversial moral 1ssues in today s society  [1is
a human nght 1ssue because human beings have »
nght to life Abortion is the expulsion of a fetus
from the uterus before it has reached (he stage ol
viability. An abortion may occur spontaneously in
case it 15 also called a miscamage. o1 1l may be
brought on purposcfully i which case it often
called an induced aboruon Abortion is a sensilive
topic that requues @ comsiderable amount of
understanding when addressing the ethics behind
i

Now the question anses— ls abortion
morally permissible” . or under what condions 1

an abortion morally permissible? Or whether fetus
Human 1s a term which consists of two disunct

is » person’ In looking al the condinons
surrounding a particular sbortion, We arc ahle o notions—being & person and beng a member of
a  better understanding, regarding Homo- sapiens The modem cra of obstetric
therapeutics has been associated with the valuc of

permissibility and impermussibility of abortion
. fewsl life Fetal life has always been regarded as

Iv. Value: Feral Lifi

Lei us (ake one argumeni  agamns!
abormon— sacred and oot to destroy. But innumcrable
First premise- [t 13 wrong 1o kill an innocent children have been allowed to die in the ulerus
human bemng due to some complications or by improperly
performed methods for delivery Sometimes

Second premive: A human ferus is an innocent

human being delayed diagnosis :;;m unsuccessful .wfnli at
' 5 ong 1o kil extraction leads to es 1o a successful issuc

a0 | The life of fetus and the mother's hfe both are

o human being. (Peter Singer 1980) _
Tlﬁrumnm follows like this as every having value, s0 l!l:_mdml antendant should be

the life so the fetus has its right more  proficient I e
m!"w“'“hmmm wmm child in the Prematurc delivery in cmal:lgd pdmrﬂ. the lu;t:
womb, has the nght o life directly from God and mr_nmi:permmluam gh mortali
not from his parents, not from society or human which medy.
suthority "(Pope Pius xit, 1951). So it is said that importance of :wﬂﬂ o fhe ‘WT”’*’ b
" 'mﬂ'm uﬁﬂ. hm mﬂ'ﬂwm‘ F'To mn;lndenﬂnlm of beings.
mr N o v Let us take another argument-——

s
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¢ It s wrong 10 Bl & potentsl human In Srimad Blhagavatam —"In  this  sinful age
poople huve taken to the process of killing the
premis A human feius s polentia Wild in the womb This s most degrsded

being practice { Bhagavatam-5 17 12)
fusson Thetelore it s wrong 1o kill 3 hsnan S Knshna stales in the Hhagavad- Gitg
ilB 6l ) am scated 1n everyone & heant, and |

is (Peier Singer 198G )

'Th.; fact that soomcthing 14 a potential person may
be the desraying . David
Boomn's defense against abortion as he considers

reason 1o nol

the human cmbryos and (eluses has the same nghl
w life fully hke adult human bemgs So "o
reasonable 1o suggest thel Lo be more like a person
where 1l meeis cenan cniens of persanhood. the
stronger is the case for nght to life and s value ol
the ferus
Vo Lile i the YWamb

The materal world is a composition ol
three qualities— Sattva, Rajas, Tamas  These
three qualiics are present in our mind as well and
they act differently at different himes

In the Bhagavatam it 1< said

Denving its nutntion from the food and dnnk
taken by the mother, the fetus grows and remains
i the abominable residence of stool and unine
which 15 a breeding place for all kinds of wornmns
Bitten agan and agan all over s body by these
hungry worms in the abdomen itself, the child
sullers termble agony because of his tendemess
When the mother eats bitter, 100 salty or oo sour
the body of the child incessantly suffers pans thai
are almost intolerable The child’s pain in the
abdomen is beyond our conception, but because
his consciousness 18 yet undeveloped, he is able to
tolerate it We as aduls used 10 forget the
suffenings and absorbed oursclves i trying 10
become happy in material life Life n the womb
may scem remote as no one has discussed about
its actual nature. At the end of seven months in the
womb, the child remamns just ke & bird in a cage
unable 1o move freely and suffering without relicl
Then in the womb the living being realizes that he
has unnecessarily enfered the material world. In
this frightful condition, he prays with folded
hands, appealing (o the lord, who has put him
there He prays as follows: I take shelter of the
lous feet of Lord Knshna, the supreme
personality of Godhead, who appears in His
vanous eternal forms 1 the pure soul, appearing
now to be bound by my actviies, lying in the
womb of my mother by the arrungement of Lord's
encrgy " Srimad Bhagavatam, Bhugavad Gila)

www prvehologvandeduration net

direct the wandenngs of all living beings ™ Sa_if
upon reaching the human form of life, we do not
utithze the opportunity for self realizabon, we will
again be forced 1o eoter a womb and undergo
repented torfures there

In this paper, my cthical justificabion Tor
Jbartion stems from & utlitananism standpoint

V1 Uilliisrian Appresch

Utihtarniamsm s the  consequentralist
cthical theory that views abortion through the
principle  of  unhry, W hich promotes the
maximization of welfare in sociery There is no
ahsolute value placed on buman hife as it avoids
moral questions about when buman life begins—
this 15 regarded as the great swength of
utilitanamsm regardmg aborrion. Based on the
sbove questions whether aborton 15 permussible
of not i we use the utilitenan consequential
prnviple of ethics, we establish o set of general
morals and rules in which we can apply W every
moral question based upon vur utihtanan findings
Firstly, Bentham's version of unlilananism,
krnown as act ufilidarianizm 15 the most adequate
theorv It looks st the consequences of an
ghorton, laking cach situation inlo  scparale
account of all others It prefers w0 judge cach
individual care on 1ts own ments that s it s very
much up to the mother and whal consequences
would be for her life This means circumsiances
such as severe fetal abnormality, rape can be
considered under utilitaran thought  Thus i
would then enuable women who have been raped.
for example, 1o choose whether they go shead
with the birth because they may not be able 1o live
with the consequences of their situation to bring
the child up with the history of the conception
attached 1o the child So, the abortion would give

the mother a more pleasurable life
Segondly, contrary to act utilitananism “rule
utilitarianism believes that people should follow
the standards which have been set by socicty. Ii
states that we should create a rule about abartion
that then applics to all cucumstances, as the
decision should not be bound by individual
welfare but by societal welfare A socicty that

orin
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belicved abortion
cspecindly
when such & pesonal  subject  as
abortion (Mull 2003) Woman has a nght to bodily
mtegrity and has the nght 0 choose whether o

reganding

not she wants (o bave an abortion, although ot s

mirally wiong

Right to bodily imiegnry s more morul than the
right 1o life. So, Mill believes that one should wake
care of individual happiness firsi because in twm

that will resuli i the happiness ol  odher
surrounding them
YI1 C onclusion

i mav be concladed
that a fetus bemg a member of the
species homao

Sapiens 11 15 wiong 1o destroy @ human being
Everyone has the night to hite, <o the unbom
person has the night o hfe "iLxplonmg Fihics
2009) Therefore aboruon s unethical sine
constitutes the deliberate destruction of a human
being Many think that nght 1o hife ovemdes the
nght to contral one’s own body and abortion 1s
wrong. Thus, to solve bio-cthical 1ssucs there
should be a balance among vanous factors—the
mterest of the fetus, the interest of the pregnant
woman and the interest of socicty Lord Krishna
i Bhagavat- Gita claborated— Not only human
and human fetuses are souls: all living bengs are
souls. The soul 15 minute but ctemal spinitual
entity with consciousness  as  its  essential
charactenstics " So, life comes from the soul and
as W is considered sacred, abortion should be
completely avorded

From the above discussion
hli |Il|‘£'“ ul'
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