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Abortion: The Utilitarian View Towards Society
DrMayur Barman
Assistant Prol{IL)
Dept of Philosophy
Pandu College
mayuree bn@gmailcom

Abstract-Morality is an on- going process in the life of humun bengs from its pamitive stage tothe
present stage, Maoral ideas have undergone many dianges during lng period. This change is refleded
concerned with beliefs and actions which are in 1srefledied m two more ideas in contemporary moral

| philosophy- one 1s abstract-metn-ghics and other is conerte--Applied ethics. One particular kind n.l”
applied ethics that raises distind concem is Bio- cthics. Bio- cthxal issucs such as 'ah_:rmp ’
| ‘exthanasia’ ete often mvolve being whose moral fanding is much more contentions. Confrmity with

the social norms shaped and modified over a lengthof time The belicl about what is right m!d what is
wrong. what ought to be done and what not Lo ke dong is generally defined as moral telief Thus,
I morality is an on — going process in the life of human beings from its prmitive sage (o the present
stage. But, in this age of globalization all human beings with their rapid developmants feel insecure in
every spheaes of life The problems of bio-ethical issues like Abortion, Euthanasa o ¢ are cspecnlly
urgent in the preset day. They are rather the problems of human beings in stuations in wluf:h not mly
ethical decision is necessary for every moments of our life Thus, in applicd ethics ahical pnnciples are
tequired to be appliedto solve practical moml problems.

Thus, the present paper focuses three major points——-

Firstly, #t discussesabout our moral beliefsand actions.
Secondly, the problems of bio-ethical issues like abortion has been taken 1n discussion and
sical applied-ahics, abortion, wilitarimism .
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Philosophers today usually divide cthical theoris into three getieral subjedt arcas: M eta-othics,
normativeethics andApplied ethics.

Il.An approach to Applied Ethis:

consists of the analysis of the analyss of spexific,
1ssucssuch & abortion, cuthmasia ac In recent ycans applied cthics issucs

. : e Broups such as medical cthics, business athics environmental
ethics etc, Thus, applied chics is o ving interdiscin i et e > .
| differcnt ofsocicy. growing interdiscip lirary field dealingwith athical problems i

While the term wpp lied cthics™ gained currency only a fow decades ago, it is not anew dea
Plﬁloacphy_hl_l_i traditionally concamed #tselfwith questions of pasonal morality (what should 1
do?) and public morality (what is the goodfor society 7). While these questions e fundamental to
applicd dthics, they also charactarize ethics in general. It pves paticular and direct attention to
spexific issues and controversics nprivae and public life In theprivate phere ahics issues can
Jindude matters relating tothe family and in the public sphere applicd cthics may involve assessing
policy in the light of the inpact of advaness in biomedical and geetics eample, life and death,
Risk Techmlogy and ethics or it could mean dutic to future peocations in the Jight of
cavironmental problems. Thus, applied cthics is the art orscience of reflating on moral dilemmas
and moralp roblems in different social contexts.

One of the influertial p hilosop her in the field of pplicd athics is James Childress d efines app lied

L .
G o lied athics™ and , practical ethics" are used interchangeablk to indicate the
ccial arenas of uman adivity , such as business, politics and medicine
such as abortion, euthanasis™ (Childress, 1986)
he fidd of bio- athics—-
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_ Uultanamsm is the consequentialist dhical theory that vi i : :
princple of wility, Which promotes the maximization of u.*tjfij’lr'nri.i1 i 5013:?)' n‘ﬁ::r:s d:;u:l[i‘uil.:l: :-
vnhcdﬂnwd an hummn life & 1 avoids moral questions about when human kfe begns—this 1
regirded as the great stn_:ngh of utiltaranism regarding abortion. Basal on the above questons
“"I“hF" abortion & pemissible or not if we use the utihtarian cansequantial princple of ethics, we
cstablish a st of peneral morals and rules in which we can apply 1o every moral question based
we o ut.-lhl-?:ian fndings  Firstly, Bentham's version of wilitarianism, known as

:rq;mhmnan_lwm i t_hr: most adequate theory because it looks at the consequences of an abortion,
taking “Ch_slmﬂlﬂ_ﬂ mioseparate accourt of all others. It prefers (o judge cach individual care on
IS own marits that is # is vay much up to the mather and what consequances wauld be for her hife.
This means circunstances such us severe foal abnormality, rape can be considered unde utilitarian
thasght. Thus it would then enable women who have been raped, for cample, to choose whether
ti.lqr go Iil.tﬁﬂ with the bith because they may mt be able to Tive with the corsequences of their
situation bring the child up with the history of the conception attached tothe child So, the abortion
would givethe maher a nore pleasurable life

Sccondly, contrary to ud wilitananism *ruleutibtarianism * believes thet peop ke should follow the
standards which have bean sd by socidy. It states that we shoukd mmi' ru?cabnm abortion that
then applics to all circumstances, as the decision should not be bound by individual welfare but by
soactal wdfare. A socidy that reconizes the rulethal pemits women to choose abortion & likeier
tobe ahappier soacty then one that thus not recognize ths rule.

ActUtilitarianism:
The Princple of utility and assessment or choice of action
RudeUtilitarianism:

“The Princple of wility, moral norms and assessment or choice of action. Since utilitarianism in
s based on the empirical evidence that supports the widespread huppiness of many, ¢'s
to inchue the medical and heakh benefits of abortion as &t spreads hippiness amongst a
he pepulace. Many women would experience unwanted childbearing and
affects the entire family. Mothes with tnwanted births suffer from higher

lower level of happiness than mothers without unwarted births. So any
ion m the papulace can be seen as ethically wrong from the wtilitarian
yre belicve that under cerain circumstances an abortion could be

r individual dignity, these two basic points are inwlved with
for life and respedt for individual dignity are nevessary for
"hus, in the system of human rights, there 1s ofto a need to balance
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1&’“ will always be great dcb:gc whaher or not abortion is right or wrong or moral. Everyone
will have !heu' own optnims and justification for why they feel abortion shoukd be legal or illegl,
moral or mmoral Thus, Utilitaranism aims to have the greatest amount of hmppines and least
amount ofpain, atthe highest quality for the greatest of poople.

In the conclusion we have to understand that the utilitarian consequential princple of dhics sceks
to sat a general rule for which to be applied 1o all moral decisions.In the casc of abortions, the
utilitarian states that all unwarted pregnancies and pregancics that represant a physicl, mental,
1 cmotional and financial hardship should be terminated via abortion.

As an end result what is importart is happiness. This is why Mill would agree that a mother is the

best judge to daamine whether or not to terminate a pregnancy. Thus to solve bio-ethical issues

there should be a balance among variows factos---— the intered of the fdtus, the interest of the

gnragmt woman and the interests of sodety. However, that would be an extremely epen ended
! ysis.
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