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timber production. For primitive tribes forest are the source of fruits, tubers,
honey and wild animals for everyday sustenance. Over the past century agricultural
land has doubled worldwide (Andre et. al. 2001). Churachandpur has 93% of its
population living iny rural areas who depends directly on the forest for their livelihood
through jhum cultivation and extraction of forest products. The economic activities

of the people affect the environment and land cover change proportionately.
Driver of land cover change are both proximate such as soil and accessibility and
exogenous such as global commodity markets and national and international policies

(Etter et al 2006). According to Peter, “land use pattern are the results of many
processes within the Jandscape that act over a large number of scales and are
linked together in hierarchies”.

Churachandpur has roughly uniform climate and topography. However there
is local variation in soil types, nature of slope, relief, temperature and humidity that
controlled the cultivation pattern. Land cover of the earth is heterogeneous at all
Iefvels.of .observations (Allen 1991). The study area, however small has vast
diversity in product%on of varieties of agriculture crops. Potential productivity of
land and its caps-lbihw depends on physical conditions of land viz. nature of soil
prod?cuwty, soil depth, degree of slope, nature of drainage, soil stoniness and
sandiness, extend .of rock exposure and erosion, etc.(Jha 1979). The district is
capable of producing variety of food, fruits and spices (tablel).
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