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Between Symbolism and Sincerity : Analyzing the Politics of 
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Abstract: 
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The Jhumoir Binandini dance programme, recently 
promoted by the Government of Assam, ostensibly celebrates the rich cultural heritage of the Tea Tribes, an Adivasi-origin 
community with a long history of marginalization and socio 
economic struggle. While state-sponsored cultural intai can serve as 

empowerment, they also raise critical questions about political 
powerful vehicles for recognition and 

instrumentalization, especially when framed within electora 
contexts. This paper investigates whether the Jhumoir Binandimi 
programme reflects a genuine effort at cultural 

revitalization 

and 
respect 

for the Tea Tribe legacy, 
as a performative 

primarily 

consolidation and vote-bank appeasement. Drawing from 
rescarch 

of content analysis and discourse analysis, 
and 

interviews with cultural practitioners, ,the study situates this 
programme within the broader theoretical frameworks of 
cultural 

politics, , symbolic capital ( (Bourdieu), and the state's role 
in constructing Furthermore, 

this 
research traces the interlinkages between cultural 

revivalism, electoral strategies, and identity assertion among 

methods of 

or whether it functions gesture aimed at political 

Assarm's Tea Tribes. 

"authorized heritage discourse." 
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